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Algeria
Population 47.4 million - Latest figures: 2025

The National Gendarmerie recorded 950 scam cases in
2025, inside 3,064 cybercrime cases. That cybercrime
total was 7 percent higher than in 2024. Scam cases were
31 percent of the book and privacy violations were 46
percent. The urban police recorded 13,204 cybercrime
cases in the same year, involving 7,815 people. The two
registers are kept apart. In November 2024 the head of the
gendarmerie's central cybercrime service said scam cases
had risen from 370 to 550 between 2023 and 2024.

The gendarmerie and the urban police lead the casework.

The national plan sits with the information systems security agency at the Ministry of National
Defence. The agency published the national information systems security strategy for 2025 to 2029 on
3 March 2026, after presidential decree 25-321 of 30 December 2025 approved it. The communiqué
describes a framework for the resilience of state systems, the continuity of essential public services,
and the protection of citizens online.

Law 25-10 of 24 July 2025 bans issuing, buying, selling, holding or mining virtual assets. The penalty
is two months to one year and a fine of 200,000 to 1,000,000 dinars. Presidential decree 26-07 of 7
January 2026 tells every public body to set up its own information-security unit, separate from its IT
department. Law 26-02 of 17 February 2026 says only a qualified electronic signature equals a
handwritten signature, and it creates a single national electronic certification authority.
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PEOPLE SCAMMED

2,850,219

9.3% of adults

PEOPLE WHO LOST
MONEY

1,819,517

64 % of victims

Of the 3,064 cybercrime cases the National Gendarmerie recorded in 2025,
149 had a minor as the victim, about 5 percent, and 1,412 were privacy
violations. The 950 scam cases sit beside those classes. Lieutenant Colonel
Hamri Touati, head of the gendarmerie's central cybercrime service, said in
November 2024 that the cases reach citizens and businesses. The usual
approach is an investment offer, a job at a high salary, or a gift presented as
free, often in a call or a message from a foreign number. The people behind
the fraud often work from servers abroad.

On postal accounts the approach uses the postal service's own name. In a
communiqué of 5 November 2024, Algérie Poste said impostors were
sending fake pages and text messages and asking for postal logins and
Edahabia card details. It named BaridiMob and ECCP as its only official apps,
and +ALG Poste+ as its only official text sender.

By November 2024 the gendarmerie had more than 400 specialists on this
work, most of them computer engineers. Its web patrols had taken up 250
cases that year on their own and informed the prosecutor. Contact with
Facebook was limited to children and vulnerable people. In 2025 the Ministry
of Post and Telecommunications ran a campaign under the slogan "Soyez
vigilants, le fraudeur attend I'opportunité" (Be vigilant, the fraudster is
waiting for an opening), with television, radio, leaflets, a BaridiMob update
and an online reporting platform.

The money leaves when the customer confirms the payment. On a postal
account that confirmation is a one-time code, or the details of the Edahabia
card, after a page or a call in the name of Algérie Poste. A fake BaridiMob
app takes the login. The story in front of the payment, as the gendarmerie's
cybercrime service described it in November 2024, is an investment, a highly
paid job or a free gift, often from a foreign number. Once the customer has
ordered the payment, the Bank of Algeria, the central bank, says in regulation
25-03 of 14 April 2025 that the firm must see that operation through.

Controls sit before that confirmation. The same regulation covers banks,
financial institutions and the other firms under the monetary and banking law.
They must protect funds against fraud and unauthorised access, give online
services the same protection as a branch, and tell the customer and the
banking commission at once if personal data are compromised. An
instruction of 17 August 2025 for payment firms requires strong
authentication when a customer starts an electronic payment, and caps
those accounts at 100,000, 500,000 or 1,000,000 dinars by level.

Virtual assets are refused on a separate rule. Law 25-10 bans them, including
mining. Guidelines of 12 November 2025 tell banks and Algérie Poste to
reject transfers to platforms already identified as dealing in those assets, and
to watch for bitcoin, tether and ethereum. A confirmed transfer to an ordinary
account still goes through.



MONEY LOST

US$346.3m

DZD 45.57b in a year,
0.12% of GDP

MONEY RETURNED

US$21.3m

6.2% of the money
lost

After the payment, the written rules cover the complaint and the trace.
Regulation 25-03 says the customer tells the firm at once of any abnormal or
unauthorised transaction, as soon as they notice it. The firm must
acknowledge the complaint immediately and deal with it within 10 working
days. If it needs longer, it tells the customer and the central bank why, and
names a new date. The answer is in writing and explains the decision.

A payment that looks tied to virtual assets goes to a different body. Under
the banking commission's guidelines of 12 November 2025, banks and
Algérie Poste report it at once to the financial intelligence unit, and only to
that unit. The customer is not told, and neither is the person who received
the money. The same guidelines tell the firm to refuse the transaction when
the indicators point to virtual assets. Law 25-10 of 24 July 2025 sets the
penalty at two months to one year, a fine of 200,000 to 1,000,000 dinars,
or both.

The sender of an electronic transfer can be followed. A central bank
instruction of 24 November 2024 tells banks, financial institutions and
Algérie Poste's financial services to carry the originator's verified name and
account, or to keep that information available to the receiving firm and the
authorities. On a cross-border transfer of 1,000 US dollars or more, an
address or an identity number goes with it. The gendarmerie book for 2025
is 950 scam cases inside 3,064 cybercrime cases.

US$21.3m (DZD 2.81b) of it was returned to victims, 6.2% of the money lost.



REPORTED
75%

of victims reported it

In 2025 the urban police recorded 13,204 cybercrime cases, involving 7,815
people. The National Gendarmerie recorded 3,064 cybercrime cases, 7
percent more than in 2024, and 950 of them were scam cases. The two
registers are kept apart. From January to October 2024 the gendarmerie had
already handled more than 2,700 cybercrime cases, 15 percent more than a
year earlier. Its web patrols opened 250 cases themselves that year and
informed the prosecutor.

Banks and Algérie Poste file a different report. A payment that looks tied to
virtual assets goes at once to the financial intelligence unit, under guidelines
the banking commission issued on 12 November 2025, and the firm does not
tell the customer. A dispute with the bank sits inside regulation 25-03 of 14
April 2025: the bank acknowledges the complaint at once and answers
within 10 working days. In its communiqué of 5 November 2024, Algérie
Poste named BaridiMob and ECCP as its only official apps and +ALG Poste+
as its only text sender, against fake pages and texts in its name.

The Ministry of Post and Telecommunications' 2025 campaign added an
online reporting platform beside television, radio and leaflets, and included
an update of BaridiMob. Scam cases at the gendarmerie moved from 370 in
2023 to 550 in 2024, and stood at 950 for the full year 2025. Contact with
Facebook, as the cybercrime chief described it in November 2024, was
limited to children and vulnerable people.



POLICE RECORDS

950

cases recorded by the
authorities

The figure on this page is 950 cyber fraud cases recorded by the National
Gendarmerie in 2025. Lieutenant Colonel Tarek Toualbia, head of the judicial
police department, gave that number in the annual review: 3,064 cybercrime
cases, of which 1,412 were privacy violations, 950 were scam cases, 140
were attacks on data systems, and 149 had a minor as the victim. The
cybercrime total was 7 percent higher than in 2024. Scam cases were 31
percent of it and privacy violations 46 percent. The urban police book is
separate: 13,204 cybercrime cases in 2025 involving 7,815 people, and it is
not added to the 950.

The specialist unit is the gendarmerie's central cybercrime service. In
November 2024 its head, Lieutenant Colonel Hamri Touati, said more than
400 specialists were assigned, most of them computer engineers. Web
patrols had taken up 250 cases in 2024 and informed the prosecutor. He
named the offences seen most often as cyber harassment, scams and
attacks on automated data systems, and said scam cases had risen from 370
cases to 550 between 2023 and 2024. Offenders often use servers abroad,
which complicates the investigation.

From January to October 2024 the same service had already handled more
than 2,700 cybercrime cases, 15 percent more than a year earlier. Touati put
80 percent of the cases then as tied to financial scams and 20 percent as the
settling of personal scores. The 2025 review is the fuller book: privacy
violations first, scam cases second.

Victims who told the police (estimated)

T 1,179,401

Cases recorded by the authorities
| 950



MOST COMMON

1. Online shopping
2. Card fraud
3. Jobs

On the gendarmerie's 2025 count, the largest class is a privacy violation, not
a scam: 1,412 cases, 46 percent of 3,064. Scam cases are next, 950 cases,
31 percent. Attacks on data systems were 140 cases, and 149 cases had a
minor as the victim, about 5 percent. The urban police recorded 13,204
cybercrime cases in the same year, involving 7,815 people. In November
2024 the head of the gendarmerie's cybercrime service described a
caseload in which 80 percent of cases were tied to financial scams and 20
percent to settling personal scores, with scam cases themselves up from
370 cases to 550 between 2023 and 2024.

The financial scam, as that service described it, starts with an investment
that promises a return, a job at a high salary, or a gift presented as free, often
in a call or a message from a foreign number. The payment then leaves
through a bank or a postal account. Algérie Poste's communiqué of 5
November 2024 describes the version that borrows the postal service's
name: a fake page or a fake text, a request for Edahabia card details or the
postal login, or a copy of BaridiMob from somewhere other than the official
apps, BaridiMob and ECCP.

Virtual assets sit beside those scripts. Law 25-10 of 24 July 2025 bans
buying, selling, holding, promoting or mining them. Guidelines of 12
November 2025 tell banks and Algérie Poste to reject transfers to platforms
already identified as dealing in them, and to watch for words such as bitcoin
and tether.



GOVERNMENT
RESPONSE

The defence ministry's information systems security agency holds the
national plan. It published the 2025 to 2029 strategy on 3 March 2026, after
presidential decree 25-321 of 30 December 2025 approved it. Decree 26-07
of 7 January 2026 then requires every public body to keep an information-
security unit of its own, independent of the IT department and attached to
the head of the body, to apply the strategy and map the risks.

Law 26-02 of 17 February 2026 creates one national electronic certification
authority. A qualified electronic signature equals a handwritten one, and the
information-security body certifies the device that creates it. Trust services
for government users are free, unless a regulation sets an exception for
some services. Law 25-10 of 24 July 2025 bans virtual assets, and
guidelines of 12 November 2025 make banks and Algérie Poste reject
transfers to identified crypto platforms and report them at once to the
financial intelligence unit. A customer complaint is answered within 10
working days.

The numbers still rose. Gendarmerie cybercrime was up 7 percent, to 3,064
cases in 2025, of which 950 were scam cases, and the urban police
recorded 13,204 cases involving 7,815 people. A payment the customer
confirms is carried through. The transfer blocks apply to banks and

Algérie Poste. Phone companies and social platforms sit outside those
blocks, and Facebook contact in November 2024 covered children and
vulnerable people.



Calculation Methodology & Sources

People scammed

e 9.3%. Where reliable survey data is not available, we estimate using mobile and broadband penetration.
e 9.3% of 30,809,512 adults.

People who lost money

e 63.8%. Where reliable survey data is not available, we estimate using mobile and broadband penetration.

Money lost

e Our estimate of the money lost in cases recorded by the authorities is DZD 34.75b. Adding the 1,818,567 victims who lost
money but are not in those records, at DZD 5,948 each, gives DZD 45.57b.

e Price of an unrecorded loss: Read off the line fitted to GDP per person in the countries where this price is measured
(Canada, Chile, Mexico, Singapore and United States): US$45.20 = DZD 5,948.43.

e US dollars at 0.007598442 per DZD.
e Share of GDP: US$346.3m against GDP of US$287.03b in 2025. World Bank, GDP (current US$) 2025.

Money returned
e Estimated: the median share of money recovered in upper-middle-income countries that publish it: Brazil (15.9%), China
(5.8%), Indonesia (6.2%), Mexico (8.6%), Malaysia (5.8%), Thailand (10.2%) and Turkiye (5.8%).
Reported

e Borrowed from Indonesia, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam: 75.0%. The median of the
shares measured by the non-government survey: Indonesia (48.0%), India (87.9%), Malaysia (55.2%), the Philippines
(76.9%), Singapore (87.1%), Thailand (75.0%) and Vietnam (65.2%).

Police records

e Borrowed from Indonesia, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam: 41.4%. The median of the
shares measured by the non-government survey: Indonesia (28.0%), India (53.4%), Malaysia (41.4%), the Philippines
(13.5%), Singapore (54.8%), Thailand (45.8%) and Vietnam (39.4%).

e 950: Cyber fraud cases recorded by the National Gendarmerie.
Most common
e Borrowed from Colombia, Indonesia, Mexico, Malaysia and Thailand: ranked by the average of the scam types their victims
named (no survey of Algeria's own). 34.7% of answers are methods such as phishing, or other, and are not ranked.
Sources

e Algerie Confluences, Gendarmerie nationale 2025: moins de crimes, plus de cyberattaques (19 April 2026). News report.

Report of the National Gendarmerie's 2025 annual review: cybercrime up 7 percent, to 3,064 cases, with privacy violations
at 46 percent and online fraud at 31 percent. Original https://algerieconfluences.dz/gendarmerie-nationale-2025moins-de-
crimes-plus-de-cyberattaques/

o Algerie360, Arnaques en ligne en Algerie: une hausse inquietante des cas signales (11 April 2026). News report. The DGSN
annual press conference: 13,204 cybercrime cases in 2025 involving 7,815 people. The same article gives the
gendarmerie's more than 2,700 cases in the first ten months of 2024. Neither figure is the recorded count. The 65 percent,
15 percent and 51 percent lines on the page are not a survey and are not entered. Original https://www.algerie360.com/arn
aques-en-ligne-en-algerie-une-hausse-inquietante-des-cas-signales/
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Armidale, ASEAN Consumer Scam Report 2026 for the GSMA (figures computed from the respondent data) (4 September
2026). Survey. Online survey of adults aged 18 and over in each country (Milieu Insight panel). Original https://www.gsma.c
om/about-us/regions/asia-pacific/gsma_resources/asean-consumer-scam-report-2026/

Banque d'Algerie, Instruction 04-2024 du 24 novembre 2024 relative aux virements electroniques (24 November 2024).
Official source. Bank of Algeria instruction 04-2024 of 24 November 2024: electronic transfers carry the originator's
verified name and account. A cross-border transfer of 1,000 US dollars or more also carries an address or an identity
number. Original https://www.bank-of-algeria.dz/stoodroa/2024/11/Instruction-Virements-electroniques-04-24-FR.pdf -

Banque d'Algerie, Instruction 06-2025 du 17 aout 2025 definissant les regles regissant I'activite et le fonctionnement des
prestataires de services de paiement (17 August 2025). Official source. Bank of Algeria instruction 06-2025 of 17 August
2025, for payment service providers: strong authentication on an electronic payment, and payment-account caps of
100,000, 500,000 and 1,000,000 dinars by level. Original https://www.bank-of-algeria.dz/stoodroa/2025/08/Instruction-n%
C2%B0-06-18082025_Fr.pdf -

Commission bancaire, Lignes directrices 06/2025 du 12 novembre 2025 relatives a l'identification, au blocage et a
I'interdiction des operations liees aux actifs virtuels (12 November 2025). Official source. Banking commission guidelines
06/2025 of 12 November 2025: banks and Algerie Poste reject transfers to identified virtual-asset platforms, watch for
bitcoin, tether, ethereum and litecoin, and report the suspicion at once to the financial intelligence unit. Original https://ww
w.bank-of-algeria.dz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/lignes-directrices-06-2025-FR-1.pdf -

Banque d'Algerie, Reglement 25-03 du 14 avril 2025 relatif a la protection de la clientele des banques, etablissements
financiers et autres assujettis (14 April 2025). Official source. Bank of Algeria regulation 25-03 of 14 April 2025 on
customer protection: the firm completes a payment the customer ordered, protects funds against fraud, and answers a
complaint within 10 working days. Original https://www.bank-of-algeria.dz/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Reglement-25-03
-FR.pdf -

DANE, Encuesta de Convivencia y Seguridad Ciudadana (ECSC) 2024 (20 November 2025). Survey. Colombia's national
crime victimisation survey, covering crimes suffered in 2023, including digital security incidents. Original https://www.dane.
gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/seguridad-y-defensa/encuesta-de-convivencia-y-seguridad-ciudadana-ecsc -

Echorouk Online, The Rise of Cyber Fraud Prompts Security Alert (19 April 2026). News report. Lieutenant Colonel Tarek
Toualbia, head of the Judicial Police Department, on the National Gendarmerie's 2025 annual review: 3,064 cybercrime
cases, of which 950 were cyber fraud. The gendarmerie page on mdn.dz did not return from this checkout. Scams that
were not reported, and urban police cases, are outside this count. Original https://www.echoroukonline.com/the-rise-of-cy
ber-fraud-prompts-security-alert -

Journal officiel de la Republique algerienne, Loi 25-10 du 24 juillet 2025 modifiant la loi 05-01 relative a la prevention et a la
lutte contre le blanchiment d'argent et le financement du terrorisme (24 July 2025). Official source. Law 25-10 of 24 July
2025 bans issuing, buying, selling, using, holding, trading or promoting virtual assets, and bans mining. Article 31 bis sets a
penalty of two months to one year and a fine of 200,000 to 1,000,000 dinars, or both. Journal officiel No. 48. Original http
s://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2025/F2025048.pdf -

Journal officiel de la Republique algerienne, Decret presidentiel 25-321 du 30 decembre 2025 portant approbation de la
strategie nationale de la securite des systemes d'information 2025-2029 (30 December 2025). Official source. Presidential
decree 25-321 of 30 December 2025 approves the national information systems security strategy for 2025 to 2029.
Journal officiel No. 87, page 6. Original https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2025/F2025087.pdf -

Journal officiel de la Republique algerienne, Decret presidentiel 26-07 du 7 janvier 2026 portant creation d'une structure
responsable de la securite des systemes d'information et de la protection des donnees (18 January 2026). Official source.
Presidential decree 26-07 of 7 January 2026 requires every public body to set up an information-security unit,
independent of the IT department and attached to the head of the body. Journal officiel No. 4 of 18 January 2026. Original
https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/jo-francais/2026/F2026004.pdf -

Journal officiel de la Republique algerienne, Loi 26-02 du 17 fevrier 2026 fixant les regles generales relatives aux services
de confiance pour les transactions electroniques et a I'identification electronique (18 February 2026). Official source. Law
26-02 of 17 February 2026: only a qualified electronic signature equals a handwritten signature, and a national electronic
certification authority is created. Trust services for government users are free, with a possible regulatory exception.
Journal officiel No. 14 of 18 February 2026. Original https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2026/F2026014.pdf -

Ministere de la Defense nationale, Publication de la strategie nationale de securite des systemes d'information 2025-2029
(3 March 2026). Official source. Internet Archive copy of the defence ministry communique of 3 March 2026. The
information systems security agency published the strategy for 2025 to 2029, approved by presidential decree 25-321. The
live mdn.dz page reset on retrieval. Original https://www.mdn.dz/site_principal/sommaire/actualites/fr/2026/mars/nsiss030
32026fr.php -
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e Ntic-dz, Algerie Poste met en garde contre I'escroquerie et les SMS frauduleux (5 November 2024). News report. Report of
an Algerie Poste communique of 5 November 2024: fake pages and texts in its name; official apps BaridiMob and ECCP;
official text sender +ALG Poste+. Original https://www.ntic-dz.com/algerie-poste-met-en-garde-contre-lescroquerie-et-les
-sms-frauduleux/

e UN DESA, World Population Prospects 2024 (medium variant) (11 July 2024). Official source. Modelled estimates built from
censuses and surveys. Original https://population.un.org/wpp/ -

e Vanguardia, reporting CONDUSEF, Crece la estafa digital: mas de 2.4 millones de fraudes bancarios en México durante
2025 (1 August 2025). News report. Press report of CONDUSEF figures on fraud claims and refunds. Original https://vangu
ardia.com.mx/noticias/mexico/crece-la-estafa-digital-mas-de-24-millones-de-fraudes-bancarios-en-mexico-durante-202
5-MK17956794 -

e La Voie d'Algerie, La cybercriminalite en hausse de 15% en 2024 (Gendarmerie nationale) (25 November 2024). News
report. Lieutenant Colonel Hamri Touati on national radio, 25 November 2024: more than 2,700 cybercrime cases from
January to October 2024, up 15 percent; cyber fraud from 370 to 550 between 2023 and 2024; 80 percent tied to financial
scams. Original https://lavoiedalgerie.dz/la-cybercriminalite-en-hausse-de-15-en-2024-gendarmerie-nationale/2024/25/1
2/

e World Bank, Mobile cellular and fixed broadband subscriptions per 100 people (28 October 2026). Official source. ITU
figures via the World Bank; the latest year for each country. Original https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2 -

e World Bank, Algeria GDP and official exchange rate, 2025 (11 November 2026). Official source. NY.GDP.MKTP.CD and
PA.NUS.FCRF for 2025, both lastupdated 2026-11-11. The dinar total is our estimate from the recorded losses of Colombia,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. Original https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/DZA/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?format=j
son&mrnev=1-

e World Bank, Official exchange rate (local currency units per US$, period average) 2025 (8 October 2026). Official source.
Annual average of official exchange rates reported by national authorities. Original https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/PA.
NUS.FCRF -

o World Bank, GDP (current US$) 2025 (8 October 2026). Official source. National accounts estimates that are revised as
countries report. Original https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD -

scamstats.org/country/dz/ - Scamstats is an initiative of Armidale - data licensed CC BY 4.0
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